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A rising en rtiasse was attempted, and failed.   The heads of the
population hastened to take flight by sea.

But Toussaint had not been able sufficiently to protect his
rear. Hearing that Chanlatte was advancing from Plaisance
against him, he judged it prudent to retreat. Driven back to
Marmelade, he employed himself in efforts to abate the evils of
the war. Recalling the planters who had taken refuge in the
Spanish territories, he restored to them the possession of their
estates, and so prevented the destitution which the conflict
threatened to produce.

These varieties of success brought no settlement. If the
Commissioners gained an advantage here, a defeat there coun-
tervailed its effect. Once more would they try an appeal to
the love of liberty. Accordingly Sonthonax proclaimed at the
Cape universal freedom. Polverel repeated the proclamation <
at Porfc-au-Prince. Symbolic ceremonies were celebrated on
these occasions, which were repeated in various places in which
the authority of the Commission still prevailed. The conse-
quent enthusiasm was not without some effect. But Toussaint
was not easy to be deceived. The destinies of the republic
were, he knew, uncertain. The faith of its representatives in
Hayti was worse than doubtful. The colonists would be nei-
ther gained nor overcome by an understanding with the civil
Commissioners. He had, therefore, no course before him, but
to continue faithful to the King of Spain. His actual position
was the only position, he could hold consistently with his hope
of ever achieving the independence of his caste. For the com-
plications of the contest he was not answerable. If, therefore,
he now had to defend the cause of the blacks against blacks
themselves, he had no option but to submit to the painful ne-
cessity.

Never, perhaps, did a conflict present more heterogeneous
combinations, or more regrettable collisions. The white repub-
licans of France were arrayed against the white colonists of
Hayti, whom they were sent to succor. The black man's hand
was raised against his brother. The mulatto, enemy and friend

an he would have founded
